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From the Director of Coaching 

  
Hi everyone 

 

ECU is now into the spring season. The club 

has been participating in the new WASL based 

out of Tallahassee. Two play-dates in 

Tallahassee and Panama City Beach have seen 

our teams playing some very competitive games 

against local teams and clubs from Georgia and 

Alabama. 

Participation in the WASL is helping the club 

grow and develop and helping us to accomplish 

our mission of becoming the Premier club of 

Region D. ECU has become a very competitive 

club because our players and coaches work hard 

and prepare well for tournaments and play-

dates. ECU has an excellent staff of 

professional coaches who are dedicated to 

developing players. Our coaches have set the 

highest possible professional standards and this 

is what sets us apart from the rest.  

 

Mia Hamm visits the Emerald Coast 

 
Emerald Coast United had the opportunity to participate in a 

fundraising event for the Mia Hamm Foundation. The foundation is 

focused on providing support for two important causes: raising funds 

and awareness for families needing marrow or cord blood transplants 

and continuing the growth in opportunities for young women in 

sports. ECU was able to raise over $2500.00 in support of the 

foundation and give 14 of our club players the opportunity to play a 

soccer match with Mia Hamm and legendary golfer Annika 

Sorenson. 

 

Pictured from left to right (Front Row): Savannah Low, Antonia Poate, 

Gabrielle Sorgnit, ECU Director of Coaching Phil Rose, Candace Metcalfe, 

MaryClaire Cockrum, Miranda O'Neil, and Kelsie Walker (Back Row): Mia 

Hamm, Kristen Anderson, Brooke Sneller, Brooke Gaskell, Hannah Davis, 

Christina Ramirez, Alexia Hinds, Claire Standaert and Annika Sorenson. 

 

Quote of the Month 
"Good teams become great ones when the members trust each other enough 

to surrender the ómeô for the ówe.ô" 

~Phil Jackson~ 

 

Information regarding club dues 
 

Emerald Coast United now has the ability to set up an 

automatic recurring charge to your credit card to pay your dues. If you 

would like more information please contact the treasurer at 

treasurer@emeraldcoastunited.com 

 

Continued on page 2 
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I would like to welcome Coach Ken MacDonald to 

ECU. Coach MacDonald will be coaching the U11B 

and he has an excellent background in soccer. Of the 

many achievements in his coaching career, Coach 

MacDonald is the Head Coach of the Menôs and 

Womenôs National Deaf teams. The womenôs team 

recently became gold medal winners in the World 

championships held in Taiwan. Congratulations to 

Coach MacDonald and the team. 

 

Three important soccer events are on the spring 

schedule for ECU teams. 

Many of our teams are playing in Region/ Presidents 

Cup, 3 teams are participating in State Cup and all 

ECU teams in the Emerald Coast Cup, which is the 

biggest tournament in the region. 

 

I would like to wish the best of luck to all of our 

players and teams for spring 2010. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on the fields, training 

and playing the ECU way. 

 

Coach Phil 

  

 

Emerald Coast Cup 

May 1 ï 2, 2010 
 

The Spring ECU season is well under way and we are 

only two months away from our largest tournament of 

the year, the Emerald Coast Cup. We are expecting 

around 170 teams again this year with games at 4 

different venues. This is a huge fundraiser for your 

club and is essential to keep costs down. Weôll need a 

lot of volunteers in the coming months and many 

more on tournament weekend in order to make this 

the world-class event it has been in the past. Each 

playerôs family will be required to act as Field 

Marshal for approximately 2 games. We will try and 

de-conflict all assignments with your playerôs games 

but early identification of conflicts by you will be 

key. Our first tournament meeting will be next Friday, 

March 12 at Niceville City Hall at 6:00 pm. I 

encourage max attendance at this kick-off meeting.  

 

Managers, tournaments shirts are available for order 

on the Emerald Coast United Website. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of this 

tournament and of ECU!! 

Please feel free to contact me to volunteer or if you 

have any questions. 

Steve Humphrey 

850-217-4256 

tournaments@emeraldcoastunited.com  

 
 

Continued from page 1 

Player SpotlightðRicky Hoegg U16B 

 
Ricky Hoegg with the ODP team and the players from 

Estandiantes that they trained with in Argentina.  

 

Ricky Hoegg, currently on the ECU U16 Boys team coached by Greg 

DeVito and has been an ECU member for the past 4 seasons, participating 

on the U14, U15 and U18 Boys teams. "Ricky is definitely a special player 

for us.  He possesses excellent technical skills with an equally advanced 

soccer mind that allows him to be the cutting edge striker and dynamic 

soccer player that he is," says DeVito. 

 

Ricky was given the opportunity to travel to Argentina for a week in 

November as a member of the Florida State ODP ô93 Boys team where he 

trained with the 4th ranked professional soccer club in the world, 

Estudiantes Professional Soccer Club and their coaches. The team trained 

with the Club youth coaches and participated in games against Estudiantes 

Youth teams within their age group. While in Argentina the boys had the 

opportunity to do a little sightseeing, watch the Estudiantes premier team 

play in a professional match against Colon, and they even engaged in a 

street game in Buenos Aires against some local Argentinean boys. 

 

This past January, Ricky was selected to represent the State of Florida in the 

Region III ODP tournament in New Orleans, LA where they played for a 

berth in the National ODP tournament. Ricky was also selected as the 2009 

All Sports Association/Daily News High School Soccer Player of the Year 

scoring 50 goals and 19 assists in his sophomore season. 

 

Ricky has been invited to participate in the Dallas Cup International Soccer 

Tournament. This is an invitation only tournament for the top international 

and US teams. This is an awesome opportunity for Ricky to be seen by 

hundreds of college and international scouts.  

 
 
Spring Break Camp                                    

 
Looking to play soccer over the Spring Break? Come to the PALS 1st 

Annual Spring Break Camp 2010. The camp will focus on advanced 

technical skills, tactics and high intensity small sided games. The camp 

will run from Tue, Mar 30 - Fri, Apr 2, from 8am - 12pm and is open to 

all players age 8 - 16.  

Return Form and Check to: 
PALS Academy, 913 N. Beal Parkway, Ste, A126, Fort Walton Beach, 

FL 32547 

 

For more information contact  Phil Rose at 850-687-0755 or 

doc@emeraldcoastunited.com  

*NOTE: ECU supports these camps, which are open to the public. 
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ECU SUCCESS STORIES 
 

Navarre Shoot Out 
The ECU U12 Boys brought home first place from the 

Navarre Shoot out with a dominating finish over the Perdido 

Pirates. The boys won all 3 games in their bracket with an 

impressive 12 goals scored and only 1 goal allowed. 

 

 
The boys are coached by Patrick OôNeil and team members 

include: Austin Adair, Phillip Barcelona, Jared Driver, Boston 

Gilbert, Stephen Hererra, Devin Melancon, Zach Mignacca, Justin 

Mikulcik, Liam OôNeil, Vincent Ramirez, Chase Strickland, 

Timothy Weaver 

 
Navarre Shoot Out 

The U13 Boys were also successful in bringing home a first 

place medal in the Navarre Shoot Out by tying the host team 

Navarre United. NUFC underestimated the ECU boys but 

quickly realized their mistake and that the ECU 13 Boys are 

a force to be contended with. 

 
The boys are coached by Ed Baptiste and team members include: 

Zach Bailey, Cory Burke, Mark Connelly, Luke Hambleton, Jared 

Hampton, Tyler Hancock, James Hass, Adam Kosan, Austin 

McDonough, Cody McKendrick, Cole Miller, David Rood, Ryan 

Simpson, Dustin Smith and Mason Ward. 

 

 

Managers, 

Please submit your success stories to have added to 

the ECU newsletter. Submit to tko1608@aol.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ECU SUCCESS STORIES, cont. 

Tiger Showcase 
The ECU U15 Girls won the championship at the Tiger 

Showcase in Auburn, AL (March 7 and8) with a 1-0 victory 
over the ERSA Express out of Chattanooga, TN, after 

defeating the #5 team in the state of Indiana, the Belles from 

Northwest Georgia, and TUFC. Next up for this team is the 

Florida State Invitational followed up by the first round of 

State Cup. 

 
The girls are coached by Michael Denton and team members 

include: Savannah Boswell, Kaitlyn Brown, Samantha Ditmar, 

Melissa Early, Kayla Henrie, Alexia Hinds, Jessica Lummus, 

Jessica Mullen, Miranda OôNeil, Antonia Poate, Ashley 

Quackenbush, Christina Ramirez, Rachel Simmons, Brooke Smith, 

Claire Standaert and McKenzie Ward 

 

Score at the Shore Champions  
The ECU U17 Girls brought home Gold from the Score at 

the Shore tournament held in Tampa over President's Day 

weekend. The girls played 6 games in 3 days and played 

teams from Chicago, Florida, Georgia, Virginia and beat the 

host team, Score at the Shore from Long Island, New York 

to capture the title of the Blue Bracket. This is the first time 

these girls have played together since the addition of 6 new 

players and the loss of 3 due to injury and the 

reclassification of the age group.  

 

 
The girls are coached by Carl Everitt and team members include: 

Lacey Csaszar, Ali DeMonbrun, Rebecca Dillard, Paige Douglas, 

Molly Everitt, Lindsay Fretina, Julianne Gaubron, Katie Kaim, 

Ariel Lindner, Sam Miller, Katie Mitchell, Grace Sager, Kasey 

Stone, Megan Thomas, Katie Wills and Heather Wilson. 
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